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their devotion, by their fortitude, and
a deep and strong and enduring sense of
independence.

Here in the Senate, both Democrats
and Republicans from Texas have had
the honor of reading the fabled Travis
letter over the years. This tradition ac-
tually goes back to Senator John
Tower, who began his career in the
Senate in 1961. I am glad that tradition
continues today to ensure that the
words of William Barret Travis live on
and that generations of Texans and
Americans can appreciate the courage
and sacrifice they demonstrated at
that time.

So, today, I would like to express my
gratitude for these Texas patriots,
many of whom would later serve in the
U.S. Congress, including Sam Houston,
whose Senate seat I am honored to now
occupy. Their courage and sacrifice
will never be forgotten.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Colorado.

NOMINATION OF GORDON P. GALLAGHER

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I want-
ed to come to the floor and share a few
words about an upcoming vote we are
going to have this afternoon, I guess it
will be now, on Gordon Gallagher,
President Biden’s nominee for the U.S.
District Court for the District of Colo-
rado.

Judge Gallagher comes to this floor
with a stellar reputation in Colorado
and nearly 25 years in service to oth-
ers, as a defense attorney for both indi-
gent and paying defendants, a pros-
ecutor in Mesa County, and as U.S.
magistrate judge for the District of
Colorado.

The judge credits his devotion to
public service to his grandfather, who
served as an air navigator during the
Second World War and was shot down
over Hastern Europe on his 49th mis-
sion. After the war, Gordon’s grand-
father came home to continue the fight
for America’s highest ideals, working
to integrate housing in his local com-
munity.

And his example stuck with Gordon.
So when he did a family trip to Colo-
rado when Gordon was just 8 or 9, like
everybody who comes to our State, he
fell in love with it and fell in love with
the Rocky Mountains. And years later,
as a student at Macalester, he fell in
love with a Coloradoan, his wife Chris-
tine. Gordon would eventually follow
Christine back to Colorado, where he
earned a law degree from the Univer-
sity of Denver.

After graduating, Gordon practiced
at a law firm representing small busi-
nesses and served for nearly 4 years as
a deputy district attorney for Mesa
County, CO. Later, Gordon launched
his own firm as a defense practitioner
and began working with the Office of
the Alternate Defense Counsel, rep-
resenting clients who couldn’t afford
their representation. He spent over a
decade in this role, fighting for the
American ideal that everyone, no mat-
ter what their means, deserves equal

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

representation before the law. In 2012,
Gordon was appointed as a part-time
magistrate judge for the U.S. District
Court for the District of Colorado, a
position he holds to this day.

Senator HICKENLOOPER and I rec-
ommended Judge Gallagher to this po-
sition because, unlike anyone cur-
rently on the district court, he has
spent the majority of his career on the
Western Slope of Colorado, a rural,
mountainous part of our State with a
specific perspective on issues that
range from public lands to natural re-
sources, to Federal regulation.

We need that perspective on the Fed-
eral bench. It has been too long. We
haven’t had an appointee from the
Western Slope of Colorado in over 30
years, and Judge Gallagher is the per-
fect nominee to bring that perspective
to the bench.

Over his career on the Western Slope,
Gordon’s work ranged from rep-
resenting a young man charged with
the manslaughter of his best friend to
securing rehabilitative services for
members of the Southern Ute and Ute
Mountain Ute Tribes, to hearing traffic
complaints in smalltown courts be-
cause sheepherders had blocked the
local highway.

I know I am not saying anything that
the Presiding Officer hasn’t seen in
New Mexico.

And, as a presiding judge, Gordon has
presided over most stages of a felony

docket, from substantive motions
through pleas, postconviction pro-
ceedings, and sentencing—a level of

participation in Federal criminal cases
far beyond a typical magistrate judge.

He has also worked on a vast array of
issues including criminal, civil, patent,
pro se, and environmental litigation,
including many cases with difficult
tradeoffs between natural resource ex-
traction, conservation, and recreation.

These issues are common for the U.S.
District Court for Colorado, and they
require someone with Judge Galla-
gher’s deep and direct experience. More
than that, everyone we have spoken
with tells us how much Judge Galla-
gher enjoys being on the court and how
he cherishes the opportunity to serve
our country, just like his grandfather.

Judge Gallagher’s entire career has
prepared him for this position. He has
proven his character, his integrity, and
his legal acumen over a distinguished
2b-year career. He has my full and en-
thusiastic support.

I want to thank my fellow colleagues
on the Judiciary Committee for ad-
vancing his nomination with over-
whelming bipartisan support. They saw
what an exceptional judge he would
make, and I wholeheartedly agree. I
hope we will have a large bipartisan
vote to support Judge Gallagher in his
confirmation.

I yield the floor.

VOTE ON LAWLESS NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Lawless nomination?

Mr. SCHATZ. I ask for the yeas and
nays.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. I announce that the
Senator from Illinois (Mr. DURBIN), the
Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN), the Senator from Pennsylvania
(Mr. FETTERMAN), the Senator from Or-
egon (Mr. MERKLEY), and the Senator
from Rhode Island (Mr. WHITEHOUSE)
are necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Idaho (Mr. CRAPO), the Senator
from Louisiana (Mr. KENNEDY), and the
Senator from Alabama (Mr.
TUBERVILLE).

The result was announced—yeas 51,
nays 41, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 37 Ex.]

YEAS—51
Baldwin Heinrich Reed
Bennet Hickenlooper Rosen
Blumenthal Hirono Sanders
Booker Kaine Schatz
Brown Kelly Schumer
Cantwell King Shaheen
Cardin Klobuchar Sinema
Carper Lujan Smith
Casey Manchin Stabenow
Collins Markey Tester
Coons Menendez Tillis
Cortez Masto Murkowski Van Hollen
Duckworth Murphy Warner
Gillibrand Murray Warnock
Graham Ossoff Warren
Grassley Padilla Welch
Hassan Peters Wyden

NAYS—41
Barrasso Fischer Ricketts
Blackburn Hagerty Risch
Boozman Hawley Romney
Braun Hoeven Rounds
Britt Hyde-Smith Rubio
Budd Johnson Schmitt
Capito Lankford Scott (FL)
Cassidy Lee Scott (SC)
Cornyn Lummis Sullivan
Cotton Marshall
Cramer McConnell Thune
Cruz Moran Vance
Daines Mullin Wicker
Ernst Paul Young

NOT VOTING—38

Crapo Fetterman Tuberville
Durbin Kennedy Whitehouse
Feinstein Merkley

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
HEINRICH). Under the previous order,
the motion to reconsider is considered
made and laid upon the table and the
President will be immediately notified
of the Senate’s action.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 40, Gordon
P. Gallagher, of Colorado, to be United
States District Judge for the District of Col-
orado.
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